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These are interesting days, for me 
personally, and for all of us as we continue 
this journey through Lenten reflections. I do 
not think it is too much of a stretch to 
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connect this season of my own life as I work 
a ee ene nee rer ene to bring a ministry to a close, and this 
NEWS Archives liturgical season in which we contemplate 
i a another kind of transition, one having to do 


with our own mortality. As I write these 
words, they sound a little morose, and yet 
that is not how I feel either about Lent or my 
pending retirement. 
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We often associate Lent with spiritual disciplines:fasting, prayer, or 
often foregoing a particular pleasure or indulgence. I would rather 
consider Lent as a time of renewing trust. This is a season where we 
are invited to cease our striving for a bit, contemplate our limits and 
finitude, and recognize that our “ground of being,” the source of 
meaning and truth, is trustworthy beyond all of our efforts, even 
perhaps in the face of death itself. Our God is a trustworthy presence, 
oa one whose constancy is continually reaffirmed throughout life’s 
— journey, whether we travel through joy or sorrow, sickness or health. 
We are not alone. 
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I recognize that my retirement will involve considerable change for 
me, a claiming or perhaps reclaiming of new priorities in my life, no 
doubt uncertainties, not to mention the inevitability of age and its 
“accumulation of diminishments.” Nonetheless, through all my 
seasons, those past and those to come, God's offer is one of 


constancy. This is, after all, the God who has in Jesus Christ come to 
share our “common lot, conquering sin and death, and reconciling the 
whole creation to its Creator.” 


Lenten blessings, 
Tim Downs 


Tim Downs 
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Breaking News Local Church News - March 2013 ASB 


Feature Focus 
Help Wanted 


Celebrate Children’s Ministry Director Central Congregational United 
; Church of Christ, a justice- and peace-seeking, open and affirming 
Conference News church, is accepting resumes for a part-time staff position for Director 
vvenenvntsnnnnnensinnstnennnnsnisecnnnn of Children’s Ministry. The program includes a Sunday program for 
Local Church News infants through 6th grade, and also a weekday-morning Peace Camp 
eee ma me : : from June 10 to 14 for Kindergarten through 3rd grade. Salary is 
Lifting Up... negotiable depending upon experience and qualifications. Contact the 
: Rev. Ginnie Ferrell ( ginnie@central-ucc.orgginnie@central-ucc.org ) or 
HES chives mail 2676 Clairmont Rd., NE, Atlanta, GA 30329 (www.central-ucc.org). 
Resources Preferred deadline to apply: March 29, 2013. 
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Youth Leader for Peace Camp Central Congregational United Church of 
Christ, a justice- and peace-seeking, open and affirming church, is accepting 
resumes for a part-time staff youth leader to assist with a weekday-morning Peace 
Camp from June 10 to 14 for rising 4th to 7th-graders. A position with older youth 
is a possibility after this initial camp. Salary is negotiable depending upon 
experience and qualifications. Contact the Rev. Ginnie Ferrell ( ginnie@central- 
ucc.orgginnie@central-ucc.org ) or mail 2676 Clairmont Rd., NE, Atlanta, GA 
30329 (www.central-ucc.org). Preferred deadline to apply: March 29, 2013. 
PHOTO IN DROP BOX OF CENTRAL The UCC’s 
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The Rev. Laura Arnold, Associate Conference Minister and 
pastor of Decorah Congregational UCC in Decorah, IA, on the 
death of her maternal grandmother, D. Joan Price, age 83, 
of Peoria, IL. Her grandmother passed away on Wednesday, 
February 13, at Methodist Medical Center in Peoria. Laura 
officiated at the funeral. The family asks that memorials be made 
to the Congregational United Church of Christ in Decorah, or the 
Alzheimer's Association. 


The Rev. Larry Calbert, Minister of Rush Memorial 
Congregational United Church of Christ, Atlanta, on the death of 
his father, Robert W. Calbert Sr., age 87, of Louisville, KY. 
Robert died on February 5, and is survived by his wife, Frances. 
He was a member of Plymouth Congregational Church in 
Louisville, where he served as a deacon for fifty years. He was a 
World War II veteran and honorably served as a ship’s cook from 
1943 to 1945. In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations be 
sent to the American Cancer Society. 


The Rev. David Templeton of Savannah, for healing as he 
battles neurological spine problems. David is a hospice 
chaplainand holds membership at Circular Congregational Church 
in Charleston, SC. 
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Feature Focus - March 2013 HSB 


Birmingham Church Takes Message of Hope Around the World 
By Anna Flowers 


While broadcasting church services around the world is not new to certain groups of 
American Christians, it is not something that has been as widely embraced by more 
progressive or LGBTQ-affirming congregations. For that reason, among many, we celebrate 
the online ministry of Covenant Community Church in Birmingham. 


“This all began several years ago, when we first started using PowerPoint for the service 
and then a member of the church came to me with the idea of live-streaming,” said 
Covenant’s pastor, J. R. Finney II. Today the church of 260 active members, 80 percent of 
whom identify themselves as LGBTQ, broadcasts its Sunday and Wednesday worship 
services online and regularly reaches audiences in military outposts such as Afghanistan, 
Saudi Arabia, and South Korea. More local followers are even known to visit Covenant in 
person. “We have visitors from neighboring areas and states that visit from time to time,” 
said Finney. “Also, the growth of our online giving coincided with growth of this ministry.” 
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Begun as a Metropolitan Community Church, Covenant has been an inclusive community of 
faith in the city of Birmingham for over 32 years. Some years ago, the congregation voted to 
leave the MCC and is currently in the process of affiliating with the United Church of Christ. 
The denomination’s Alabama-Tennessee Association will consider admitting the 
congregation into membership at its spring meeting, to be held in May or June. 


Interested in the possibility of live-streaming your church's worship or expanding your 
ministry into new outlets? Finney recommends, “Don’t be threatened by other people’s gifts 
around you. Find someone who is gifted with technology, set parameters as best you can, 
and stay out of the way.” Helpful advice! It is amazing what congregations can do when they 
tap into individuals’ talents and passions. Covenant Community Church has reached 
thousands around the world by doing exactly that. Bravo! 


For another example of UCC live-streaming ministries, check out Omaha, Nebraska’s 
Countryside Community Church UCC’s hugely popular webcast Darkwood Brew led by the 
Rev. Eric Elnes, Ph.D. 
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Conference News - March 2013 
Attention all support staff of the United Church of Christ: 


The Illinois Conference is hosting this year's Annual Conference of the United Church of 
Christ Office Support Staff Network, April 4 -- 6, 2013, at the Wyndham Hotel in Lisle, IL. 


This year's theme is "The Sky's the Limit," and the Illinois Conference Planning Team has 
worked hard to assemble an event that refreshes and renews our peers with that spirit in 
mind. Rooms are available at the Wyndham under UCCOSSN for just $79 per night. 


Call the hotel directly at (630) 505-1000 to make your reservations or contact Tracy Diehl 
(info below) and request assistance. Registration for the full conference is $125. 


Thanks to your feedback, we are also offering one-day registrations -- Thursday only is 
$40, Friday only is $50, and Saturday only is $50. Scholarships for registration are 
available at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 


A form is available in the information packet. Feel free to contact Tracy Diehl with any 
questions. Cell phone (815) 761-3382 or email 
ilconftracy@gmail.comilconftracy@gmail.com . 


Southern Regional Women’s Conference is scheduled to take place October 18 -- 20, 2013, at 
the Cervany Conference Center in Live Oak, FL. The keynote speaker is the Rev. Sandra Gourdet, 
Area Executive for Africa, Global Ministries, Indianapolis. For more information, including 
registration forms, go to www.uccwomen.org. All are welcome and bring a friend. Mary Ruth, a 


member of Pleasant Hill Community UCC in Tennessee, is a member of the SRWC Planning Team 
and represents the Southeast Conference. 


The Rev. Pam Walsh, pastor of Safe Harbor Family Church (UCC) in Flowood, MS, has 
announced that she will retire at the end of 2013. Pam has been a bi-vocational pastor and now 
desires more time with her family. She will also look for new ways to use her gifts of ministry 
among the people of central Mississippi. Best wishes on your upcoming new journey, Pam. 
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Construction for the major expansion of Holy Trinity Community Church(UCC) in Nashville 
has begun. Jennifer Austin, Church Administrator and Project Coordinator, reports that the 
foundation layout was accomplished on January 15. Foundation footings, under-slab plumbing, and 
electric wiring will be installed in February. Depending on spring rains, the building will be enclosed 
by June 5, with an October date for opening worship. 
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Congratulations to the Rev. Cynthia (Cindy) Andrews-Looper, pastor of 
Holy Trinity Community Church, Nashville, who has been granted full 
Ordained Ministerial Standing in the United Church of Christ,in the Alabama- 
Tennessee Association. Cindy had been previously serving Holy Trinity under 


RECA A an ak ae a license, since the Association received the congregation into membership in 
Local Church News 2006. 
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Congratulations to the Rev. Thomas Query, Executive Director of 
Wellspring Counseling Center, Atlanta, who has also been granted full 
Ordained Ministerial Standing in the United Church of Christ. Thomas will 
hold his standing in the Georgia-South Carolina Association. 
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We celebrate the new United Church of Christ, Pensacola, FL for its official listing 
as an Open and Affirming church. Kathie Carpenter, consultant for the UCC Coalition for 
LGBT Concerns, which sponsors the ONA program, states that once UCC Pensacola is 
granted full standing in the UCC (through the Alabama-Tennessee Association), it will be 
positioned in the chronology of all ONA churches listed since 1985. The Rev. Patrick Rogers 
is UCC Pensacola’s current pastor. The congregation is the Conference’s newest faith 
community, having begun worshipping only last December. 


Safe Harbor Family Church in Flowood, MS has also been recognized by the Coalition, as 
Open and Affirming congregation number 1065, which occurred on January 11. This 
reflects Safe Harbor’s commitment to providing a spiritual home for the Jackson area’s 
LGBT community since its founding in 1995. 


With UCC Pensacola and Safe Harbor Church now ONA, the Conference now has 18 
churches, both those in full standing and new starts with the designation. That means over 
one-third of the 53 total churches in the Conference are ONA, one of the highest 
percentages in the country. We in the Southeast Conference are joyous for what the 
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ERNA BRYANT HONORED AS CHURCH WOMAN OF THE YEAR Dr. 
Erna Bryant, representing Church Women United in Atlanta, was 
honored as "Woman of the Year" during the Fifteenth Annual Church 
Woman of the Year Luncheon, sponsored by the Georgia chapter of 
CWU, at Riverside United Methodist Church, Macon, on February 9. 
One woman from each of the units of Church Women United across 
the state of Georgia was honored for her personal witness and service 
to her local unit of Church Women United, her denomination, her local 
church, and her community. 


Church Women United is a racially, culturally, theologically inclusive 
ecumenical Christian women's movement, celebrating unity in 
diversity and working for a world of peace and justice. Erna is a 
member of Atlanta First Congregational UCC and an associate member at Atlanta Central 
Congregational UCC. She holds a master’s and doctoral degree from Harvard University. 


The Rev. Dr. Jeremy Rutledge was installed on January 27 as Senior Minister of 
Circular Congregational UCC, Charleston, SC. The Rev. Dr. Tim Downs, acting on 
behalf of the Georgia-South Carolina Association, officiated at the installation at the 11 
o'clock worship service before a congregation of 240 people. Jeremy received a B.A. in 
Religion and Literature from Baylor University in Waco, TX, and an M.Div. degree (with 
studies in process theology and eco-feminism) from the Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond, VA. He graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School, Chicago, with a 
Doctor of Ministry degree. Before coming to Circular, Jeremy served for ten years as the 
senior pastor of Covenant Church in Houston,TX, a congregation of the Alliance of Baptist, 
one of the UCC’s ecumenical partners. Emily Woody, Circular’s Moderator, also participated 


in the installation. 


The Rev. Richard (Rick) Diekmann began serving Brookmeade Congregational Church 
in Nashville as pastor on Sunday, February 17. Rick, a cancer survivor, was for years 
pastor of First Congregational Church in Port Saint Lucie, FL. He received his theological 
education at Yale Divinity School and Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, VA. Rick 
was ordained by the UCC in 1980. 
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